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Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2026 - 2027

	Date this summary was published
	September 2026

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	August 2027

	Name of the school music lead
	Hannah Gray

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	Catherine Pointon

	Name of local music hub 
	The Music Partnership – Entrust Music Service, Staffordshire 

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	Rocksteady




[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]This summary outlines how St Giles' & St George's C of E Academy delivers high-quality music education through curriculum lessons, co-curricular opportunities and a rich programme of musical experiences. It explains what pupils can expect throughout their musical journey and how we work with specialist partners to enrich our provision. 
Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	This summary outlines how music is taught and celebrated at St Giles' & St George's C of E Academy. It reflects our commitment to providing every pupil with a high-quality music education through a broad and balanced curriculum, a wide range of co-curricular opportunities and enriching musical experiences.
We believe that every child is musical. Our aim is to nurture a lifelong love of music by ensuring all pupils have the opportunity to sing, play, compose, perform, listen and respond to music throughout their time at our school. Through these experiences, pupils develop confidence, creativity and self-expression while    gaining an appreciation of music from a wide range of cultures, traditions and historical periods.
Our music curriculum is underpinned by the National Curriculum, informed by the Model Music Curriculum (MMC) and delivered through the Kapow Primary scheme of work. It is further enriched through partnerships with Entrust Music Service, Rocksteady and a range of local and national performance                   opportunities.
This summary has been produced in line with the Department for Education's guidance for School Music Development Plans and provides an overview of our curriculum music, co-curricular opportunities and musical experiences, together with our priorities for future development.
At St Giles' & St George's C of E Academy, we believe every child is musical. Our curriculum is designed to inspire a lifelong love of music by providing all pupils with the knowledge, skills and experiences they need to become confident        performers, composers and listeners. Through exploring music from a wide range of historical periods, cultures and traditions, pupils develop an appreciation of music's rich diversity and its place within society.
Our music curriculum follows a carefully planned spiral approach, enabling pupils to revisit and build upon prior knowledge, skills and vocabulary from EYFS to Year 6. Learning is sequenced into clear, manageable steps, with       practical music-making and performance at the heart of every unit. By revisiting key concepts over time, pupils deepen their understanding, strengthen their   musical skills and grow in confidence.
The curriculum meets the requirements of the National Curriculum and is         informed by the Model Music Curriculum (MMC) and Ofsted's Music Subject       Report: Telling the Story through the Kapow Primary scheme of work. Music       lessons are planned by class teachers, supported by the subject leader, and adapted through appropriate scaffolding, challenge and practical learning     opportunities to ensure all pupils can participate, achieve and make progress.
Learning is organised around five interconnected strands:
· Listening and evaluating
· Creating sounds
· Notation
· Improvising and composing
· Performing through singing and playing
These strands are woven together within each unit to create engaging musical experiences. Pupils listen to and evaluate music from different genres, cultures and historical periods, developing their musical vocabulary and critical.         listening skills. They experiment with sounds, improvise, compose and perform both independently and collaboratively, applying their understanding in    meaningful and creative ways. In Upper Key Stage 2 (Cycle B), pupils work    together to compose and perform a collaborative leavers' song, drawing together the musical knowledge and skills they have developed throughout their primary education.
Whole-class instrumental tuition is an integral part of our curriculum and    ensures every pupil experiences learning an instrument. In EYFS and Key Stage 1, pupils explore tuned and untuned percussion to develop pulse, rhythm, pitch and ensemble skills. In Lower Key Stage 2, pupils learn the recorder, building confidence in reading notation, controlling breath and playing simple melodies. In Upper Key Stage 2, pupils progress to the ukulele, where they develop their understanding of rhythm, melody, chords and ensemble performance. As pupils move through the school, they progress from graphic notation to reading       standard stave notation.
Music is embedded throughout the Early Years Foundation Stage and taught explicitly through the Expressive Arts and Design area of learning. In Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2, pupils receive a weekly timetabled music lesson of 45–60 minutes throughout the academic year, alongside a weekly singing worship that develops vocal technique, musicianship and performance confidence.
Teachers use ongoing formative assessment during lessons to adapt teaching, provide feedback and identify pupils' next steps. End-of-unit assessments are used to monitor progress and inform future planning.
While curriculum music does not lead to formal qualifications, pupils can further develop their musical skills through instrumental tuition with Entrust Music Service and Rocksteady. Those learning an instrument are encouraged to work towards nationally recognised graded music examinations where appropriate.
Alongside our curriculum music provision, pupils benefit from a wide range of co-curricular opportunities and musical experiences that extend learning        beyond the classroom, encourage participation and celebrate musical          achievement. 



[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Extra-Curricular Music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	We are proud to offer a wide range of co-curricular musical opportunities that enable pupils to extend their musical learning beyond the classroom. These opportunities encourage pupils to develop new skills, perform regularly, grow in confidence and pursue their musical interests.
Instrumental Tuition
Specialist instrumental tuition is provided through our partnership with Entrust Music Service and The Music Partnership. Pupils from Year 1 to Year 6 can learn the recorder, flute, clarinet or saxophone through individual or small-group lessons delivered during the school day by experienced peripatetic music     teachers.
As pupils progress, they are encouraged to work towards nationally recognised graded music examinations where appropriate. They also receive termly progress reports and have opportunities to perform both in school and within the wider community through local music centre events and concerts. Instrumental tuition is subsidised by the school, with no additional charge for instrument hire,    helping to ensure that learning an instrument is accessible to as many pupils as possible. The school also pays for targeted Free School meal and Looked After Children to Access music tuition should they wish to
Woodwind pupils regularly perform during school assemblies and at the annual Music Showcase, where families are invited to celebrate their achievements.
Rocksteady
Rocksteady provides pupils from Reception to Year 6 with the opportunity to learn as part of a band, developing skills on electric guitar, bass guitar, keyboard, drums or vocals. Working collaboratively in an ensemble helps pupils develop musicianship, teamwork, resilience and confidence while experiencing the       excitement of performing together.
Termly concerts provide regular opportunities for bands to perform to pupils and families, celebrating their progress and achievements. To support inclusion, a funded bursary place is available each year.
Singing Squad
Our Singing Squad is open to pupils in Years 3 to 6 who enjoy singing and performing. Led by two members of staff, the choir rehearses weekly and            represents the school at a range of local and regional events, including Stoke's Gotta Sing, the Festival of Music at the Victoria Hall and Young Voices in Birmingham.
Through these performances, pupils develop vocal technique, ensemble skills and confidence while experiencing the enjoyment of singing as part of a larger       musical community.
Strong partnerships with local churches, residential homes and Royal Stoke University Hospital provide further opportunities for pupils to perform throughout the year, enabling them to share their music with the wider community and experience the positive impact that music can have on others.
 


Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	Music is an important part of everyday life at St Giles' & St George's C of E Academy. Alongside curriculum and co-curricular provision, all pupils enjoy a wide range of musical experiences that inspire creativity, build confidence and foster a lifelong enjoyment of music.
Singing plays a central role in school life. Pupils take part in weekly singing assemblies, designated singing worship and class worship, providing regular    opportunities to develop vocal technique, musicianship and performance          confidence.
Performance is an important part of our music curriculum. Children are           encouraged to share their learning through both formal and informal             performances, helping them to develop resilience, confidence and pride in their achievements. Classroom performances are regularly recorded through video and audio as part of assessment, with examples shared with families via Class Dojo and recorded on Evidence Me to celebrate pupils' musical progress.
Throughout the year, pupils have many opportunities to perform to different audiences. EYFS and Key Stage 1 traditionally perform Nativity productions, while Year 6 pupils present a theatrical production that combines drama,      singing and performance. These productions are enjoyed by families, governors and members of the wider community and provide memorable experiences for all pupils.
Each summer term, the school hosts its annual Music Showcase. This established event celebrates the musical talents of pupils from across the school, including those learning instruments both in and out of school. Performing in a familiar and supportive environment enables pupils to develop confidence, celebrate their achievements and inspire younger children to engage with music.
Where possible, pupils also experience live professional performances. Our  annual programme includes opportunities such as pantomime visits or  in-school          productions, while music also forms part of our annual Royal Shakespeare Week, allowing pupils to explore the relationship between music, theatre and storytelling.
We are committed to ensuring pupils experience high-quality live music. During the last academic year, every pupil from EYFS to Year 6 attended either a live woodwind concert or the Rocksteady Summer Concert. For the first time, families of pupils learning woodwind instruments were invited to attend the concert, strengthening links between home and school while celebrating pupils' musical achievements.
To further embed music into everyday school life, we introduced Musical         Tracing as a whole-school initiative. These short movement and music activities provide purposeful brain breaks that promote concentration, coordination and wellbeing while reinforcing musical learning through active participation.
Together, these experiences ensure that every child, regardless of background or prior musical experience, has regular opportunities to listen, perform, create and celebrate music. They enrich the taught curriculum, strengthen pupils'           confidence and contribute to a vibrant musical culture across the school.


In the future
	We are committed to continually developing our music provision so that every pupil receives a high-quality, inclusive and inspiring music education. Over the coming year, our priorities are to:
· Continue to develop our curriculum by incorporating newly released Kapow primary units, ensuring clear progression in musical knowledge, skills and vocabulary across all year groups, while increasing opportunities for pupils to engage with digital music-making.
· Embed adaptive teaching approaches across the music curriculum. We have a number of new staff this year so support will be offered to ensure confidence with teaching music. 
· Strengthen teaching and assessment by continuing to develop assessment practices, monitoring the quality of music teaching and making greater use of Evidence Me to celebrate pupils' achievements and inform future planning.
· Develop digital music-making by increasing opportunities for pupils to use technology to create, compose, record and edit music, building their understanding of how digital tools can support musical creativity.
· Maintain high-quality resources by continuing to invest in instruments and learning resources, ensuring they are well organised, accessible and support high-quality practical music-making for all pupils.
Through these priorities, we will continue to build a vibrant musical culture in which every child is encouraged to participate, achieve and develop a lifelong appreciation of music.


Further information (optional)
	The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for support beyond the school. 
Entrust Music Services Staffordshire, https://entrustmusic.co.uk/ 
CPD - We value the importance of quality first teaching and recognise the need for teachers to have a strong subject knowledge in music. Ongoing CPD is provided in the form of teacher videos for each music unit throughout the Kapow scheme. 
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