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Statement of Intent
St Giles’ & St George’s C of E Academy aims to provide a nursery experience for children that is affordable, high-quality and geared towards a smooth transition into Reception class. This policy is written to ensure fairness and equality for all those intending to begin their education at the nursery and complies with the statutory guidance for the delivery of Free Early Education for Two, Three and Four -Year -Olds.
1. Admission Arrangements
The Local Academy Committee is the admission authority and is responsible for setting the Nursery Admissions Policy. 
1.1  Nursery Capacity
St Giles’ & St George’s C of E Academy can accommodate maximum numbers of children in any session in the nursery provision as below:
20  children aged 2 and 3 in the Pre-Nursery.   
32  children aged 3 and 4 in the Nursery.  
The academy retains the right to allocate available places appropriately and flexibly across the Early Years provision.
1.2    Funded Places 
St Giles’ & St George’s C of E Academy provides nursery places over 38 weeks for:
· 15 hours universal funded childcare for three and four-year-olds
· 30 hours childcare for two, three and four-year olds of eligible working families
· 15 hours early learning for two-year-olds of families receiving some additional forms of support.  
Subject to availability, additional sessions may be purchased to extend childcare – see the EYFS Policy for details of sessions, the current charges and terms and conditions. 
Further information on entitlement and details on how to apply for a funded place can be found on the government website – Childcare Choices. 
2. Application Timetable
A child is deemed to be of nursery-age from the beginning of the term following their third birthday, or second birthday, where eligible. Parents may register their interest in a place at the nursery at any time during the year following their child’s third birthday, or second birthday, where eligible.  
Formal applications will however be required and should be made as follows:
For places to start in the Autumn term 2025 – 31 May 2025
For places to start in the Spring term 2026 – 31 October 2025
For places to start in the Summer term 2026 – 28 February 2026

An application for a place may be submitted at any point in the academic year and where there is availability, start dates, other than at the beginning of a term may be negotiated. Priority will be however be given to applications received within the timescales detailed above. 

3.  Oversubscription Criteria
St Giles’ & St George’s C of E Academy welcomes children from all backgrounds, faiths and no faith. The Local Academy Committee is committed to developing an inclusive nursery that reflects the diversity of the local community. Admission to the nursery is not dependent on being a member of a particular faith community.

It is the Local Academy Committee’s policy to try and meet parents’ wishes wherever possible, however in some cases where there are more applications than there are places in the nursery, admission will be determined by the oversubscription criteria below. 

1) Looked after and previously looked after children

2) Children with at least one parent who has attended worship at either St Giles’ Church, Newcastle, or St George’s Church, Newcastle, at least twice a month for one year prior to the date of application 

3) Children with a sibling at the School at the time of application and at the time of starting at the Nursery

4) Children of a staff member of St Giles’ & St George’s C of E Academy.

5) Children with at least one parent who has attended worship at least twice a month for one year prior to the date of application at a church that is a member of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland or Churches Together in England and/or the Evangelical Alliance, and who live within the Ecclesiastical Parishes of either St Giles’, Newcastle, or St George’s, Newcastle, or live within in the Local Authority's designated catchment area for the school.  

6) Children whose home address is situated in either the Ecclesiastical Parishes of St Giles’, Newcastle, or St George’s, Newcastle, or in the Local Authority's designated catchment area for the school. 

7) Children with at least one parent who has attended worship at least twice a month for one year prior to the date of application at a church that is a member of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland or Churches Together in England and/or the Evangelical Alliance, and who live outside of the Ecclesiastical Parishes of St Giles’, Newcastle and St George’s, Newcastle, and the Local Authority's designated catchment area for the school.

8) All other children

In each of the oversubscription criteria above, where there are more applicants than places in any of the oversubscription criteria above, the order in which places are allocated will be determined by reference to the distance between the child's home address and the School, with those living closer having higher priority.

A more detailed explanation of the oversubscription criteria can be found here.

Applications on the grounds of faith should be accompanied by a completed ‘Supplementary Information Form’.



4.  Refusal of Admission
A child is only refused admission if one of the following criteria are met:
· The nursery has reached its admissions limit
· The child is not of the appropriate age
As nursery education is not compulsory, parents do not have a statutory right to appeal against the admission authority’s refusal to award a place to their child.
Parents may appeal to the SEND tribunal against the provision named by the authority in the EHC plan.

5. Reception Class

Attendance at St Giles’ & St George’s Nursery does not guarantee admission to the Reception Class or give any advantage to the child’s application for Reception. 

Parents must make a separate application for admission to Reception at the appropriate time.

6. Data Protection 
The nursery will act in compliance with the Data Protection Policy when processing personal data.
When processing and publishing information, the nursery will ensure it meets its responsibilities under the Data Protection Act 2018 and UK GDPR. Where personal information is processed, the nursery will ensure it is kept up-to-date and the LA will ensure that the rights of data subjects are reserved at all times.
[bookmark: _Policy_review_1]8. Monitoring and Review
This policy is reviewed annually by the Local Academy Committee and Principal.
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